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2 To THE Reader. 

you live, has often recommended this prac- 
tice to you from the pulpit ; and perhaps 
he has exprefled to you in private his 
anxiety that you fhould adopt it. Befides 
the counfel of your clergyman, I hope you 
have had fome encouragement of Chriftian 
example : probably there are around you 
a few of your own condition, if not many, 
whom you know to be regular worfhippers 
of God in their families. I think alfo, 
that this duty muft fometimes have come 
acrofs your mind, when you were reading 
the Bible. Such a thought might naturally 
prefent itfelf, when you met with any of 
St. Paul's aiFeAionate greetings to different 
pious Chriftians of thofe days, ** and the 
Church that was in their houfe : " perhaps 
it would meet you again in the book of 
Pfalms, when you heard David engaging 
himfelf to the worfhip of God, " fecretly 
among the faithful," as well as openly in 
the congregation : and above all, I think, 
the bright examples of Jofliua, " the fer- 
vant of the Lord," of Job, ** the perfeft 
and upright man," and Abraham, ^* the 
father of the faithful and the friend of 
God," could not poflibly fail of infpiring 
you with fome defire to go and do like- 
wife. 

When you read of thefe holy men pro- 
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feffing and praftifing domeftic religion in 
their feveral ways, and becoming in a 
manner priefts as well as rulers to their 
own families, I make little doubt that their 
pattern commended itfelf to your con- 
science ; that you felt a wifh, that God's 
bleffing might be over your roof, as it was 
over Abraham's ; and that the Almighty 
might juftify his bounties to you by the 
fame reafon — " For I know him, that he 
will command his children and his houfe- 
hold after him, and they fhall keep the 
way of the Lord." Gen. xviii. 19. 

But Satan, or our own evil heart, is 
likely to prefent fome hindrance, wherever 
any work of piety is in contemplation. 
You too, perhaps, have found it fo. Al- 
moft from the moment when fuch a defign 
entered your mind, objeAions and difficul- 
ties may have fprung up. If you have not 
quite given up the idea of Family prayer, 
you may have contented yourfelf hitherto 
with only thinking about it: you may 
have been fatisfied to forfeit the prefent 
bleffing, becaufe of certain obftacles which 
muft be overcome to gain it : you may 
have fancied, either that they are great 
enough to excufe you, or that you are 
prudently delaying till they become lefs. 

My friend, I cannot encourage the hope 
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that thefe obftacles will become lefs. Un- 
der the ordinary rule by which God dif- 
penfes his grace to man, every religious 
habit which we put ofF to a more conve- 
nient feafon becomes, not eafier, but more 
difficult. If however you fincerely believe 
in God, and wifh that you and your fa- 
mily fhould be bleffed along with thofe 
faithful men whofe pattern is fet before 
you in the Bible, I hope that, if you will 
give me a little attention, I may (under 
God) have the happinefs of helping you 
to overcome thofe difficulties. It may be, 
that more of them than you fufped are 
only imaginary. If now, (or next Sunday, 
when you will have a little leifure for quiet 
thought) you will confent to accompany 
me through the following pages, I truft 
that our difcourfe will much diminifh in 
your eyes thefe formidable appearances, 
and place before you an eafy method of 
getting over what remains. Some part of 
the impediment in your mind will, I am 
aware, ftill remain, to be conquered only 
by your own good refblution, and the 
grace of God : but already, when you fit 
down ferioufly to accept the help of a fel- 
low creature, the good work is begun. 

Not knowing your particular circum- 
ftances, perhaps I cannot come at once to 
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that which feems to your mind the prin- 
cipal hindrance. But I propofe, without 
going to any great length of words, to 
mention feveral. With moft perfons, it 
requires fome courage, to begin doing any 
unaccuftomed thing before many witnefles. 
You can command your family and fpeak 
upon ordinary fubjefts with authority and 
felf-pofleffion ; becaufc in age or know- 
ledge you feel yourfelf in advance of them, 
and becaufe you have come to occupy that 
place amongft them by degrees : but per- 
haps you have never flood before them at 
all in a fpiritual charaAer ; and not only 
you feel fome awe at the idea of fuddenly 
afluming fuch a pofition, but alfo you begin 
to think that fome of the family may in 
this refpeft be your fuperiors ; you hefi- 
tate to take the lead of them. 

I anfwer ; that, whatever you yourfelf 
may be in the fight of God compared with 
them, he has himfelf for the prefent af- 
figned you a fupcrior place : you may well 
take a degree of confidence in his appoint- 
ment, which you do not feel in yourfelf. 
Where a fuitable form of words is provided 
for you, there is no occafion for timidity 
about your own faculty or gift of praying : 
if you read them gravely and without af- 
feAation, for fo good a habit you will de- 
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ferve and certainly receive the increafed 
refped of all your family ; and feme of 
them are poflibly already defiring to fee it 
eftabliftied, more than you imagine. 

Refleft alfo, how very folemnly the 
gofpel has charged us never to be afliamed 
of our religion ; but to confefs Chrift boldly 
before men, as ever we hope to be owned 
by him in the world to come. Where can 
we hope to do this, if we fhrink from it 
under our own roof, and furrounded by 
our neareft friends ? Refled how God 
commanded parents amongft the children 
of Ifrael to talk of his Statutes when they 
were fitting in their houfe, and when they 
were walking by the way, and when they 
were lying down, and when they were 
rifing up : and how they were to write 
them on the pofts of their houfes and on 
their gates (Deut. vi.). Our Saviour did 
not come to deftroy fuch laws as thefe ; 
but to give them a more fpiritual charafter 
than before. 

God called on the Apoftles to confefs 
his Son Jefus for their Lord before councils 
and tyrannical governors, who threatened 
them with death : he has called on many 
of your own pious countrymen of old to 
do the fame thing in the face of Popifh 
perfecution ; and furely, it appears, that 
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when he made you a Chriftian Houfeholder 
he gave you a call, no, lefs plain than 
theirs, to make that confeflion in the mid- 
dle of a peaceful family. But yours is a 
trial of courage, light indeed compared 
with theirs. No fpies are watching for 
your words and liftening at your door. 
You in the praftice of your religion arc 
fcreened from harm on every fide : I can- 
not think that you will reft contented to 
withhold that fervice from your Heavenly 
Father, which others under fuch very dif- 
ferent circumftances have freely offered 
to Him. 

But, fecondly ; perhaps you will lay 
that you are not afraid of thefe domeftic 
faces ; you are ready to profefs the faith 
of Chrift before them ; only you have a 
great dread of being found hypocritical 
cither before God or men : you believe in 
your own heart that a man's religion may 
be fincere and practical, whilft amidft 
worldly afiairs and duties he can hardly 
hope that it will aft very powerfully upon 
his feelings. And this you find to be 
your condition. Therefore, though you 
would be glad to pray along with your 
family, you flirink from ufing many ex- 
preflions, fuch as you commonly meet 
with in books of prayer. As a confcien- 
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tious man, you do not wifli to utter words 
of penitence for fin, or of afFeftion for the 
Almighty, beyond the meafures of that 
fear and love which you adtually feel. 
Neither do you wifti to fet before your 
family or enjoin on them a ftate of feel- 
ings, about which you are not really cer- 
tain how far God requires it of them. 
Words, which might properly come from 
a minifter of the gofpel, you conceive un- * 
fuitable to be faid by you. 

For all thefe fcruples I have the greateft 
refpeft : I hope that they arife out of a 
fpirit of truthfulnefs which God loves. 
All Chriftians indeed are called in the Bible 
a holy priefthood ; but there is certainly 
a difference between being priefl of a fa- 
mily, and priefh of a congregation. 

In the following pages, however, I have 
kept this conflantly in mind. I have 
taken the greatefl care to introduce no 
words, which might go beyond the feel- 
ings expefted from every Chriftian. On 
Friday, the. day of our Blefled Saviour's 
death, and on Sunday, which is the Sab- 
bath of his difciples, our Church inflrudts 
us to aim at a greater exercife of religious 
feeling, than that of which we are capable 
continually ; and I have framed the devo- 
tions of thofe days accordingly, but not 
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without the fame precaution as for other 
occafions. If, after refleding on thefe ob- 
fervations, you ftill find fome expreffions 
in the prayers, about the ufe of which you 
hefitate, I think that on looking more 
clofely into the aftual meaning of thofe 
words, your obje<5tion to them will be re-^ 
moved. For poflibly you have taken 
fome words to be a profeffion of religious 
emotions, which are in reality no more 
than a ferious declaration of our ^iritual 
ftate ; which do not exprefe our feelings, 
but our condition. 

For example ; when in the Church Li- 
tany we declare ourfelves to be miferable 
finners, we humbly confefs a truth which 
we certainly know out of the Scriptures ; 
that we have finned to an amount which 
would naturally and juftly bring great 
mifery as its confequence, and that God's 
mercy is our only way of efcaping that 
mifery. 

We dare not aflert that we are fufficiently 
touched with the feeling of our wicked- 
nefs ; or I fcarcely know who at all could 
venture to utter that prayer. But, we 
acknowledge about our fpiritual condition 
a truth which we are certainly aflTured of; 
in order that we may be humbled by the 
contemplation of it> and may gradually 
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feel it more. There need be no infincerity 
in doing this. Likewife, you will find in 
the following pages many folemn affer- 
tions ; but very little about the ftate of 
mind in which yourfelf or your fellow- 
worfhippers may be at the moment. For 
I cannot tell how Satan may be permitted 
to diftraA you, even whilft you are on 
your knees. But I know from Holy 
Scripture fomething concerning the fins, 
the needs, and the refponfibilities of every 
man living ; about which nothing fhort of 
the truth ought to be faid ; and by the 
daily confeflion of which the true ^irit of 
our religion will be much preferved both 
in you and your houfehold. 

Imagery and fanciful expreffions are 
generally but little fuited to forms of de- 
votion, efpecially where thofe forms are 
intended for frequent ufe. They may 
affifl: the attention once or twice, but they 
foon become wearifome. At the fame 
time brief and emphatic language is almoft 
neceflary. I have therefore endeavoured 
(to the beft of my power) to make thefc 
prayers reverential, without lofing fight of 
the aftual things and perfons to be prayed 
for. And, if I have at all departed from 
cuftomary modes of {peaking, it has only 
been, that I might refort to the plainer 
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and equally familiar words of the Englifh 
Bible. 

I have aimed at the more fimplicity, 
becaufe you may poflibly be quite unac- 
cuftomed to reading aloud. If fo, re- 
member that the difficulty of reading thefe 
prayers in an unafFefted manner would be 
very foon overcome. After a few weeks' 
ufe, you would grow as familiar with them 
as with the Church Prayer Book itfelf. 
Or, you might privately read the whole 
book through on two or three fucceffive 
Sundays, before you ufed it in the family. 

There is one more apprehenfion which 
I am aware that confcientious perfbns 
fometimes entertain with regard to morn- 
ing prayers. They think, that in thofe 
bufy hours when man (at God's command) 
goeth forth unto his work and to his labour 
until the evening, it is next to impoffible 
to colledi: the family at any one time : if 
they can be colleded, they are hardly in 
outward attire fit for the worfhip of God ; 
nor, (which is of far more importance) 
can they poffibly fet their own thoughts 
at liberty for fo facred an employment. I 
reply : be it obferved firft, for fear of felf 
deception, that none of thefe objeftions 
apply in the fame manner to the evening ; 
when the duties of the day are over, there 
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is little room for doubting that any Chrif- 
tian family may be conveniently affembled 
for prayer. With regard to the morning, 
it muft be owned that in different ranks 
of life, men are far from having equal 
opportunities : and God is mercifully con- 
fiderate of the fituation in which each of 
us is placed. But we have great need here 
to recoiled the wifdom of the children of 
this world, who fay. Where there is at will 
there is a way. Will you venture to think, 
that no man of your rank and bufinefs 
finds the opportunity, or makes it, of do- 
ing this fervice to his Creator ? I befeech 
you, fufFer not any flight impediments, 
much lefs fuch as are only imaginary, to 
deprive you of fuch a fafeguard and bleflf- 
ing. If anybody partakes along with you 
the firft meal in the morning, if anybody 
elfe prepares it, there are at leaft one or 
two perfons, who can join you in prayer 
before you fit down to your daily food. 
If there are more of the family within call, 
their work will fufFer a few minutes' delay ; 
but thofe few minutes offered to a heavenly 
Mafter will probably bring you a double 
return in the increafe of their duteoufnefs 
and fidelity. As for their outward appear- 
ance, it muft needs be in conformity with 
the nature of their occupation ; unlefs a 
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frock or. an apron cian be put on or ofF. 
But be not fcrupulous about this : furely 
they will be no lefs acceptable before God. 

As for the thoughts, it does not ufually 
coft a well-difpofed perfon many moments 
to coUeft them devoutly for prayer. If 
you have leifure to read aloud a fhort let- 
fon of Holy Scripture, which I think you 
might almoft always do in the evening, 
thofe moments would be fupplied. This 
is the beft way, both for yourfelf and your 
family, of compofing your minds. How- 
ever, as this may not be poffible for you in 
the morning, and even at night hindrances 
may occafionally arife, I have placed before 
each family prayer two or three verfes fe- 
leded from the Bible. Ifyou read gravely 
one or two of thefe fentences to your family 
ftanding, before you all kneel down to 
pray, everybody will have time to recoUedl 
themfelves and to approach their Maker 
reverently, when the prayer is begun. 

But fhould any member of the family 
be occupied at the time with things which 
cannot fail to keep hold upon their 
thoughts, as the care of reftlefs animals, 
attendance upon departing guefts or cufto- 
mers, watching children, machinery, fires, 
and the like ; then I do not fo much as 
recommend their joining you. Your wor- 
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Ihip will the more glorify God, when all 
around you feel that it is reafonable and 
voluntary. It will do fome good (per- 
haps more than you think) that thefe per- 
fons outfide are confcious how you are 
employed within : and if their heart is with 
you, they will not lack a fhare of the blefl- 
ing which attends your petitions. 

You will find in the following pages a 
few fhort prayers, between thofe provided 
for each morning and evening. I meant 
them for your own private ufe, to be faid 
with the Lord's Prayer at any convenient 
time of day. Indeed, any of the other 
prayers might be offered by you when 
alone. There is no objeftion to faying 
^^ We," in our folitary addrefles to God. 
Whatever is defirable for you, is equally 
needful for many other fellow Chriftians, 
although you do not fee them befide you. 
And our Saviour (as you know), by the 
pattern of the Lord's Prayer, gives us fome 
encouragement to pray in this form, in- 
ftead of afking for ourfelves alone. 

I faid at the beginning, that a certain 
amount of hefitation might probably re- 
main in your mind which only the grace 
of God would remove. However, I am 
aflured that his grace is frequently given 
through the miniftry of weak and unwor- 
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thy agents like myfelf : and I venture to 
hope that the foregoing obfervations will 
in fome degree have affifted your refolu- 
tion to commence family prayer. I beg 
you to confider how many thoufand Chrif- 
tian houfeholders in this favoured country 
(and of all r^nks) practife this holy cuf- 
tom, and find frefti peace and fatisfadtion 
in it every day. Add one to their num- 
ber. Amongft them, no doubt, are the 
men for whofe fake God is fo gracious to 
this land. Be of their part ; and I almoft 
dare to promife you, from the Almighty, 
that bleffing on which David calculated — 
In the time of trouble He ftiall hide thee 
in his tabernacle ; yea, in the fecret place 
of his dwelling fliall He hide thee, and fet 
thee up upon a rock of ftone. 

Of Reading the Bible to your Family. 

AS reading a leffon out of Holy Scrip- 
ture is not an indifpenfable part of 
family devotion, in the foregoing difcourfe 
I abftained from enlarging upon it, and 
confined myfelf entirely to the fubjedl of 
prayer. But they are duties fo nearly 
related, that I truft a few more words may 
not be unacceptable, to ftiow how the 
Bible can be conveniently ufed in connec- 
tion with this habit. 
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I am not going to recommend any 
fcheme, by which the Chriftian houfe- 
holder might in due courfe of time read 
the whole Scripture throughout ; becaufe 
I am perfuaded that no amount of public 
reading would, by itfelf, make a man 
" mighty in the Scriptures ;" and, there- 
fore, I am much afraid of any method 
which might fuperfede perfonal ftudy of 
the Word of God. In England the opi- 
nion feems rapidly increafing, that every 
man fhould judge for himfelf of the reli- 
gion offered to him by his Church and 
her teachers ; and, for my own part, I be- 
lieve it their bounden duty to ftrive by 
all means to qualify men, in confcience 
and in knowledge, for this high office of 
an intelligent being ; at the fame time, it 
feems to me impoffible for a man really 
to attain this faculty, except by becoming 
thoughtfully familiar with the whole Bible, 
and reading it in large continuous portions 
by himfelf in private. I fhould be forry 
to fuggeft to you any habit, which might 
poffibly, either in your own cafe or that 
of any other member of your family, take 
the place of perfonal fludy and meditation 
upon Holy Writ. 

Neverthelefs, to read a fhort portion of 
the Scriptures in your family daily, is a 
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very valuable praftice. For though the 
lifteners cannot much deliberate at the mo- 
ment on what they hear, yet by degrees a 
great ftore is laid up in their memory ; 
their capacity for comparing one part of 
the Bible with another is much increafed 
by it ; they will underftand the meaning 
of many allufions made in fermons to Holy 
Scripture, which would otherwife efcape 
their notice : and it will often happen, 
that fomething which the mafter of the 
family is reading will touch their con- 
fcience with regard to daily and imme- 
diate duties. 

I obferved before, that a fliort leflbn (fo 
to call it) read in this manner naturally 
ferves one good purpofe ; that of compos- 
ing the mind for prayer. 

As, however, this little book is m^itily 
written for thofe clafles, whofe duties leave 
them only ftiort intervals of leifure, I ap- 
prehend that many of them (even with a 
willing mind to do more) can read to their 
families only in the evening. 

If you are in circumftances which per- 
mit a leflbn before morning prayer, I 
would fuggeft to you to read regularly 
the hiftorical books of the Old Teftament, 
from Genefis to Efther, dividing the long- 
eft chapters into two parts ; and omitting 

c 
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thofe which are principally lifts of names ; 
and thofe alfo, which, from the nature of 
the fhameful deeds reproved in them, can- 
not be openly read without diftrefs. To 
thefe I would add the book of Daniel ; and 
after that, commence with Genefis again. 

But, (hould you have no leifure in the 
morning, or be unable to aflemble more 
than one or two perfons, then I would 
advife that no leffon (hould be attempted 
on that occafion. 

Whatever you decide for the morning, 
I hope, by God's bleffing, that neither 
indolence, nor labour for the meat that 
periftieth, will hinder you from taking up 
your Bible at evening prayers. I think 
you will find the courfe arranged for you 
in the following table both convenient in 
itfelf, and fuitable to that fcheme of de- 
votions which are fupplied to us in the 
ordinances of our Church. My wifh, 
throughout, has been to make a pious 
cuftom eafy to the unlearned ; and, there- 
fore, in this arrangement I have been 
careful to omit thofe books which might 
be difficult, either to read aloud, or to un- 
derft:and. 

W. T. 

March 7th, 1853. 



A TABLE 

Showing how thofe parts of the Bible which are 
moji practical and eaftejl to be underjlood may be 
conveniently read to a family in Jingle chapters 
every evening throughout the year. 



Firft Half-year, 

From the beginningof 
Advent till Lent. 

On Afti-Wednefday 
and throughout Lent. 



On Eafter ^ and till 
Afcenfion Day. 



On Afcenfion Day till 
Trinity Sunday. 



From Advent to Trinity Sunday, 

Read the Gofpel of S. Matthew, 
and thofe which follow. 

Leave off* the Gofpels and read in 

order the following : namely, 
Romans 2. 6. 8. 12. 13. 14. 15. 

1 Corinthians i. 13. 

2 Corinthians i. 5. 
Galatians 5. 6. 
Ephefians 2. 4. 5. 6. 
Coloflians 3. 4. 
Philippians (all). 

I and 2 ThefTaJonians (all). 
I and 2 Timothy (all). 
Titus (all). 
Hebrews 10, 11, 12, 13. 

Pfalms 1.6. 15. 16. 17. 19. 22. 
23-25.30.31.32.33.34.37. 
38.40.41. 50. 51.63.66.69. 

71* 73* 77-9»-92- >o»- »03- 
104. 107. 121. 130. 132. 139. 

143. 145. 146. 147. 148. 

James (all). 
1 Peter (all). 
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Table. 



Second half-year. 

On Trinity Sunday 
and tiU Advent. 



%♦ Note that if there 
are unufually long 
chapters, they may 
be divided into two 
lefTons : and if any 
days remain unpro- 
vided for before 
Advent, the Epiftle 
to the Hebrews 
may be read in or- 
der, or two portions 
of the iipthPfalm 
daily, during that 
interval. 



From Trinity Sunday till Advents 

Return to the Gofpels where you 
left off before Lent, and con- 
tinue to read them in order to 
the end. 

Then read as follows : 

A6b of the Apoftles. 

2 Peter. 

123 John. 

Jude. 

Rev. I. 2. 3. 4. 5. 19. 21. 22, 

Then read from the Old Tefta- 
ment. 

Job I. 2. 3. 4. 5. 8. 15. 19. 24. 
25. 26. 31. 32. 33. 34.35. 
42. 

Proverbs i. 2. 3. 4. 6. 9. 10. 1 1. 
12. 13. 14. 15. 16. 17. 18. 19. 
20. 21. 22. 23. 24. 28. 

Ecclefiaftes i. 2. 5. 6. 7. 8. 9. 
II. 12. 

Ifaiah i. 2. 5. 6. 1 1. 24. 25. 26. 

32- 35- 37- 38. 39- 40- 43- 49- 

50- 53- 54- 55- 56. 57. 58- 59- 
63. 64. 

Jeremiah i. 4. 7. 1 1. 29. 30. 34. 

35.42.44. 52. 

Lamentations i. 3. 

Ezekiel 2. 3. 20. 36. 

Daniel i. 3. 4, 5. 6. 9. 10. 12. 

Hofea 6. 13. 14. 

Jonah (all). 

Micah 3. 4. 6. 7. 

Habakkuk i. 2. 3. 

Haggai i. 2. 

Zechariah I. 2. 7. 8. 9. 

Malachi (all). 




Sunday. 



•^* If any of tht following Prayers appear 
tea long for continual ufe, the paffages feparated 
by [] may be omitted by the perfon who reads. 

aORNING. I. AU thy works 
\ praile thee, O Lord, and thy 
faints give thanks unto thee. 
This is the day which the Lord 
hath made, we will rejoice and be glad in 
it. Pfs. cxh. CKviii. 

1. The grace of God, which bringeth 
falvation, hath appeared unto all men; 
teaching us, that denying ungodlinefs and 
worldly lufts, we (hould live foberly, righ- 
teoufly, and godly in this prefent world. 
Tit. it. 

3. Many people fhall go and lay. Come 
ye, and let us go up to the mount^n of 
the Lord, to the houfe of the God of Ja- 
cob : and he will teach us of his ways, 
and we will walk in his paths. I/at. it. 
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Let us pray. 

OMOST holy and ever-blefled God, 
Lord of the Sabbath, be pleafed to 
grant us this day a fpirit of godly fear 
and love, that our devotions may be ac- 
ceptable in thy fight. We adore thy 
bounty, O heavenly Father, for all things 
in which thou haft provided for our ne- 
cefEties and enlarged our comforts : and 
in all humility we glorify thy patience and 
longfufFering, in that thou haft borne with 
our fins, and fpared our lives, and now 
afrefti inviteft us in thy beloved Son Jefus 
Chrift to feek from Thee happinefs and 
falvation. 

We pray thee to releafe us this day 
from all finful defires and all worldly 
cares ; that we may fpend our Sabbath as 
thy true children with all becoming re- 
verence both of body and (pirit, looking 
forward ever with a livelier hope to thy 
kingdom in heaven. Vouchfafe to fuftain 
the infirmity of our mortal nature againft 
indolence or forgetfulnefs of thee. Lift 
up our hearts to a faving belief in the 
gofpel of thy Divine Son Jefus Chrift ; 
that in fincere repentance of our evil deeds 
we may find through him comfort againft 
the paft^ and fandification for the time to 
come. 
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We refolve, O Lord, in thy ftrengdi no 
longer to live the reft of our time in the 
fle(h to the lufts of men, but to the will 
of God. Open our eyes that we may fee 
the wifdom and righteoufnefs of all thy 
commandments. Difpofe us to remember, 
that we have here no continuing city ; but 
that we feek one to come ; and fet our 
aiFeftions on things above, not on things 
on the earth. 

To this end, O Lord, we intreat thy 
blefling on the religious exercifes of this 
day. SanAify our going out and coming 
in. Teach us to find pleafure in thinking 
of and numbering out thy mercies. Fill 
us with cheerful piety, and put into us a 
fpirit of good- will to all our fellow crea- 
tures. 

Extend the tokens of thine approval to 
all who faithfully obferve thy Sabbath: 
keep them and their families in health, 
peace and godlinefs ; blefs the fruits of 
the earth, and nourifli the beafts of the 
field for their fake. 

[Increafe the faith of thofe who under 
thy wife decrees are fuflfering afflidion; 
and grant to them that through patience 
and comfort of thy Holy Word they may 
find relief.] 

And as we befeech thy favour on thofe 
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who for thy glory ceafe from worldly la- 
bours, fo we intreat thee, O God, to prof- 
per thofe who labour in thy vineyard and 
in the caufe of our moft holy religion. 

Pour forth thy grace on all true minifters 
of thy Word and Sacraments : ftrengthen 
the hearts of thofe pious men who preach 
the Lord Jefus Chrift to ignorant and 
heathen nations : increafe the fpiritual gift 
of all parents and teachers who are train- 
ing up children in thy holy ways : guide 
thou the footfteps and fupply the word of 
confblation to all who for Chrift's fake vifit 
the fick and cheer the forrowful. 

O heavenly Father, we magnify thy 
goodnefs for all the privileges which we 
enjoy as members of a Chriftian church ; 
for the light of thy Word, for thy facra- 
ments, thy Sabbaths, thy minifters, the 
^rvice of thy holy angels, and the company 
of thy faithful people. Surely we ought 
to fay, Thou haft not dealt fo with any 
nation. Keep us in the continued ufe of 
all thefe mercies, that we may come at 
laft to the eternal Sabbath of our Lord 
and Saviour ; to whom with thee and the 
Holy Ghoft, be adoration and glory now 
and evermore. Amen. 
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Morning. (Or this ;) 

OGOD, our heavenly Father, we thy 
children do bow and humble our- 
felves before thee, confefling that our na- 
tural hearts are given to evil continually ; 
and that of ourfelves we are not worthy 
to approach thy prefence or to be called 
thy fons : but in the name of thy true 
and only Son Jefus Chrift our. Redeemer 
we befeech Thee gracioufly to hear our 
prayers. 

It is of thy good providence, O Lord, 
that the Sabbath was ordained, to refrefh 
the fouls of men, and to give them reft 
from the works and bufinefs of this prefent 
world. But, fo long as we live in the 
flefh, we are troubled about many things, 
and prone to forget the one thing needful. 

We therefore befeech thee, as thou didft 
raife up on this holy day thy Son Jefus 
from the dead, fo grant us grace that we 
may rife in heart from fin and worldlinefs ; 
that we may refblve to keep thy Sabbath 
pioufly, and to find our pleafure and our 
profit in obedience to thy gracious com- 
mandment. 

Help us to be duly occupied in thofe 
employments which concern the welfare of 
our fouls : blefs us with a cheerful zeal to 
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attend thy fancftuary : grant us penitence 
for all our ofFences, earneftnefs in our 
prayerS) a grateful remembrance of thy 
manifold mercies, and reverent attention 
to what we hear out of thy Holy Word> 
that we may profit thereby. Blefs thy 
minifters therefore, good Lord, whom 
thou haft appointed to offer up the facri- 
fices of prayer and praife with thy people, 
and to inftruft them in all fpiritual know- 
ledge : give them wifdom to underft and thy 
gofpel ; give them diligence and faithful- 
nefs to teach the flocks committed to their 
charge ; and uphold them in a blamelefe 
life, that men may know them to be good 
ihepherds and hear their voice. 

We humbly offer up our petitions in 
behalf of all who profefs the Chriftian faith, 
that they may glorify thee by good works, 
and live (as immortal beings) worthy of 
the kingdom to which thou haft called 
them. Mercifully, O Lord, forgive the 
fins of thy people. Renew to them thy 
heavenly grace ; and perfeA that which is 
wanting in their obedience. 

Have compaffion on all men who know 
not the comforts of our holy religion; 
guide to them the feet of thofe who preach 
the glad tidings of the gofpel of peace ; 
and enlighten them with thy Holy Spirit^ 
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that they may be brought to repentance 
and falvation. 

Hide not thy face, O heavenly Father, 
from the broken-hearted and forrowful; 
raife up to them amongft their fellow 
creatures friends and comforters, and make 
this thy Sabbath a day of reft and peace to 
their fouls. 

Vifit with thy favour our relations and 
Chriftian neighbours of every degree, that 
all in their feveral places may ferve and 
glorify thee : grant to us, that we may 
dwell together here in unity, and at laft 
be made worthy of thy kingdom and 
eternal glory through the mediation of thy 
Son Jelus Chrift, our Lord and Saviour. 
Amen. 

Our Father, &c. 



Noon (or any other time of day), jl 
Prayer for Lowlinefs of Spirit. 

OLORD Jefus Chrift, who haft warned 
us in the example of the Pharifee 
againft the blindnefs of our mortal nature, 
anci by the Publican haft taught us the 
bleflednefs of a hiunble contrite fpirit. 
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grant that I may never forfeit thy mercies 
by fetting too much by mine own felf, or 
defpifing others; but that ever in thy 
houfe, and in all places, I may be lowly 
in mine own eyes, and obtain the orna- 
ment of a meek and quiet fpirit, which in 
thy fight is of great price ; through thy 
help and holy pattern, who now fitteft at 
the right hand of God, world without end. 
Amen. 

Noon. A Prayer for the right ujing of 
Holy Scripture : Private. 

O HEAVENLY Father, who in thy 
mercy haft provided all things need- 
ful both for my foul and body, I humbly 
thank thee, that thou haft given me the 
Holy Scriptures to arm me againft the trials 
of this world, to cheer me with thy gra- 
cious promifes, and to lead me to thine 
ever-blefled Son Jefus, who is the way, 
the truth, and the life. Suffer me not to 
negleft this heavenly treafure, which has 
been the joy and confolation of thy faints 
in every age, left there come upon me an 
evil heart of unbelief, and I turn away 
from thee. 

But rather. Lord, let thy Spirit, which 
{pake in times paft unto thy people by pro- 
phets and apoftles, ipeak unto me now in 
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the reading of thy precious Word ; that I 
may become wife unto falvation, and may 
fpiritually difcem what I read : fo that, by 
pure faith and godly converfation I may 
glorify thee and thy holy Son Jefus, and 
may grow in the fame unto my life's end. 
Amen, 



Evening, i. Every creature which is 
in heaven and on the earth and under the 
earth, and fuch as are in the fea, and all 
that are in them heard I faying, Bleffing 
and honour and glory and power be unto 
him that fitteth upon the throne, and unto 
the Lamb, for ever and ever. Rev. v. 

2. We were by nature children of 
wrath, even as others. But God, who is 
rich in mercy, for his great love where- 
with he loved us, even when we were dead 
in fins, hath quickened us together with 
Ghrift. Eph^. it. 

Let us pray. 

O ETERNAL God and our moft 
merciful Father, we defire, before 
we lie down to reft, to clofe this facred 
day with a humble ofiering of praife for 
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all the benefits which we have enjoyed. 
Forgive us, good Lord, for our Redeem- 
er's fake, whatever finfulnefs or infirmity 
thou haft difcerned in our ads of worfhip ; 
we implore thy pardon, if during this day 
the world has too much intruded upom 
our thoughts, or if in any way we have 
fought our pleafure and refrefhment be- 
yond the boundaries of thy commandment. 

Be pleafed to blefs the Spiritual works in 
which we have been engaged ; that Chrift 
our Saviour may abide with us, and we 
with him ; that by his grace we may more 
continually remember thee in our ways, 
and ft and in awe of thy judgements, and 
fix our hearts on thy rewards. 

Grant us with every Sabbath to medi- 
tate afrefh on the work which thou haft 
given us to do, in following the footfteps 
of thy beloved Son ; and to remember 
that the time is fhort. 

Grant us a good refolution henceforth 
to govern all our ways by the conmiand- 
ments of Jefus Chrift our Saviour, and in 
his ftrength to ftrive eiFedually againft all 
temptations. 

Grant us to take encouragement from 
the pattern of thy faints in Scripture, who 
through faith pleafed thee on earth, and 
kept thy word, and at laft entered into 
thy reft. 
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Grant that we may live continually as 
fervants waiting for dieir Lord, and may 
behold his face with joy unfpeakable and 
full of glory, when he {hall come again to 
judge the world. 

Extend thefe bleffings, O gracious Fa- 
ther, to all believers, efpecially thofe with 
whom we have to-day been aflembled 
in thy fancftuary. Mercifully accept our 
united offerings, and help us to live ac- 
cording to our prayers. Impart the com- 
forts of thy Sabbath and the riches of thy 
grace to all who were hindered by duty, 
afflidion, or infirmity, from attending thy 
worfhip. 

[Look down in pity on thofe who are 
deftroying themfelves by careleffnefs or 
wilful tranfgreffion. O Saviour of finful 
men, in thee is their help : intercede for 
them, that they may be converted and for- 
given, and learn to live better to their own 
happinefs and their Redeemer's glory.] 

Accept our thankfgivings, O Lord, for 
thy continued care of us. Again we in- 
treat thy protedion, that we may lie down 
in peace and take our reft. Be thou our 
guardian whilft we are paffing through 
this earthly pilgrimage. Sandify to us 
our profperity : fuftainourweaknefs: com- 
fort us in our tribulations : fpare us when 
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we deferve punifhment, or chaften us in 
mercy for our good : and bring us at laft 
to the place which thou haft prepared for 
thy faithful people, through the merits of 
Chrift Jefus our Lord. Amen. 
Our Father, &c. 



Monday. 



, Morning, i. It is of the Lord's mer- 
cies that we are not confumed, becaufe thy 
compaffions fail not : they are renewed 
every morning. Lam. in. 

2. They that wait upon the Lord fhall 
renew their ftrength : they fhall run and 
not be weary; they fliall walk and not 
faint. Ifai. xL 

3. Thou, Lord, fhalt fave both man 
and beaft : how excellent is thy mercy, O 
Gcd ! And the children of men fhall put 
their truft under the fhadow of thy wings^ 
Pfalm xxxvi. 

Let us pray. 

OGOD, who haft caufed the day and 
night to fucceed each other in a won- 
derful order, we humbly approach the 
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throne of grace, befeeching thee to accept 
our united ofFerings of prayer and praife. 

Above all other things we are evermore 
bound to glorify thee for the redemption 
of our fouls, and the unfpeakable gift of 
Chrift to finful men. But many and un- 
deferved are the mercies with which thou 
haft furrounded us in our earthly ftate. 
Praifed be thou, O heavenly Father, who 
makeft thy fun to rife on the evil and on 
the good, and fendeft rain on the juft and 
on the unjuft. 

We blefs thee for all the faculties of 
body and mind, which are renewed to us 
every morning, and for thofe various 
goods and comforts, in the enjoyment of 
which thy providence has kept us fafely 
unto the prefent hour. 

As thou haft ordained that man ftiould 
go forth to his work and to his labour 
until the evening, we pray thee to give us 
whatfoever is needful to us of ftrength and 
fkill ; and withal a willing fpirit, that each 
of us in his refpedive place may difcharge 
his duties faithfully. 

To whatever works thy providence has 
icalled us, grant that, for thy fake, they 
may be honoured and acceptable in our 
eyes. Grant that we may be gentle and 
well-difpofed to all, in whofe company 

D 
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thou haft caft our lot and appointed our 
labours. Make us to be truthful, fair, 
and kind in all our dealings. 

[Thine eye, O Lord, is in every place, 
beholding the evil and the good : whatTo^ 
ever we go about in thy faith and fear, 
thou canft make it to profper. Arm us 
againft the fiiares of pleafure, and the 
temptations of floth ; that a good con- 
fcience may be ever with us, and thine 
approval a continual fpring to us of en- 
couragement and joy.] 

Teach us to look not every man on his 
own things, but evejry man alfb on the 
things of others ; that we may have a heart 
to rejoice with them that do rejoice, and 
to weep with them that weep. Ufe us to 
be helpful and accommodating to all our 
neighbours, and to efteem it a bleffing, 
when, like our Saviour, we are pleafing 
others rather than ourfelves. 

O Lord, we befeech thee to fenftify 
and blefs all Chriftian people. Suftain 
and comfort thofe who have dangerous 
callings by land or fea ; and all who are 
opprefled in heart by toil, and pain, and 
wearifome employments, and the unkind* 
nefs of their fellow-men. 

Increafe the faith and patience of thofe, 
who through old age and iickneis cannot 
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work ; inftrudt them how to profit by thy 
difpenfations, and raife up friends to them 
for the due fupply of their earthly needs. 

Give to the proiperous a thankful and 
benevolent ipirit : impart refignation to 
the fbrrowful : fill with thine own holy 
prefence the hearts of thofe who are be- 
reaved of earthly friends : and grant to us 
all an even, ibber mind ; Co that in every 
time and place remembering thee, we may 
continue to be the objeds of thy care 
and love> through Jefus Chrift, our Lord. 
Amen. 

Our Father, &c. 



Noon. — A Prayer for Gadlinejd : private, 

O GRACIOUS God, who haft bidden 
us to love thee with all our heart, as 
our chief duty and our greateft happinefs, 
teach me to difcern thy fatherly and tender 
mercies in all thy ways ; in the bleffings 
which furround me ; in my comforts and 
in my trials ; in all the paft events which 
have befallen me ; and in all thy heavenly 
promifes, of which I hope to be partaker. 
Help me to look up with a grateful fpirit 
to thy Beloved Son, who deigned to be- 
come my fellow creature, and the com- 
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panion of weak and humble men on earthy 
in order that he might draw us unto him- 
felf. May I ftore my memory with his 
gentle words and afFeftionate deeds ; truly 
defiring to be like him on earth, and here- 
after with him in heaven. Give me joy 
in the Holy Ghoft, that I may delight to 
account myfelf under his guidance and to 
liften to his counfels in my heart. 

O Lord Jefu, aflift me in my defires, 
enlighten me in thy Gofpel, [fandlify me 
in thy holy fupper] that I may know thee 
better and ferve thee more truly unto my 
life's end. Amen. 



A Prayer for godly Fear : private. 

O HEAVENLY Father, who haft 
warned us of a deadly enemy, 
ftronger than flefh and blood, ever feek- 
ing to hinder our falvation, give me a re-» 
ligious mind to believe thy word : fo that 
I may be fearful of the aflaults of the 
Devil, and miftruftful of my mortal na- 
ture ; that I may put on the whole armour 
of God, and by prayer and watchfulnefs 
may be able to ftand againft all tempta- 
tions ; through Him, who alone delivered 
us from the power of Satan, Jefus Chrift 
our Lord. Amen. • 
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Evening, i. Blefled is he whofe un- 
righteoufnefs is forgiven and whofe fin is 
covered. — For this fhall every one that is 
godly make his prayer unto thee in a time 
when thou mayeft be found. Ps. xxxii. 

2. Every one that afketh, receiveth : 
and he that feeketh findeth ; and to him 
that knocketh it fliall be opened. — Death 
and life are in the power of the tongue, 
and they that love it fhall eat the fruit 
thereof. Matt. vii. Prov. xviii. 

Let us pray. 

OMOST holy and all-feeing God, the 
obferver of all our thoughts and 
words and works, thou that haft been our 
guardian and preferver ever fince we were 
born, we kneel down to thank thee for the 
mercies of another day, by which our lives 
have been prolonged. 

Forgive us, O gracious Father, what- 
ever has this day been added to the num- 
ber of our offences ; if we have neglefted 
or turned afide from any of our duties ; 
if we have forgotten or broken any of thy 
commandments to the difhonour of thy 
holy name, or the injury of our neigh- 
bour ; if we have made our bodies the 
fervants of fin, or fuffered unchafle or un- 
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charitable thoughts to linger in and defile 
our hearts. We cannot tell how often we 
have ofFended ; but we befeech from thee 
a fpirit of watchfulnefs to difcern our ini- 
quities, and grace to repent of and correft 
tiiem for the time to come. We know, 
O Lord, that there is but one perfe<5t and 
fufEcient facrifice for the fins of mankind. 
Increafe our faith in thy beloved Son. 
We pray thee to accept his fufi^erings, 
and to hear his interceffions for us ; and 
grant us daily to keep with greater zeal 
and love the precepts which he has given 
us. 

Aflift us, by the remembrance of our 
own infirmities and mifdeeds, to fubdue 
all anger andrefentment of our neighbours' 
faults. Let not the fun go down upon 
our wrath ; but may the confcioufnefs of a 
forgiving fpirit and a charitable difpofition 
be to us every evening an unfailing token 
of thy peace. 

Suffer not the anxieties and cares of this 
world now to trouble us : for it is thou. 
Lord, only which makeft us to dwell in 
fafety. Be thou again our protedion dur- 
ing the darknefs and filence of the night. 
Give to thy holy angels charge concerning 
us ; and preferve us in innocence, that we 
do nothing to forfeit thy almighty care. 
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Have compaffipn on all our afflifted 
fellow-creatures, whofoever of them under 
thy righteous will are in heavinefs through 
manifold temptations ; relieve their watch- 
fulnefs and lighten their tribulations with 
a fure hope in thee. 

Have mercy, O heavenly Father, on all 
thofe unhappy perfons, who are led away 
to defy thy power and to defpife thy laws : 
difcover to them their guilt and mifery : 
loofe them from the bondage of Satan, and 
draw them in thy compaffion to the feet 
of him who taketh away the fins of the 
world. 

And now, O Lord, we conclude with 
bleffing thy holy name for all the unde- 
ferved bounties which thou haft fhewn us, 
and for the hope of all good things to 
come. We glorify thee, that we have not 
been left to walk in wickednefs. We pray 
that we may not be high minded, but fear ; 
and in the light of thy Gofpel we may 
keep the paths of peace and holinefs to our 
lives' end : all which we afk in the name 
and through the mediation of Jefus Chrift, 
thy Son our Lord. Amen. 

Our Father, &c. 
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Tuefday. 



Morning, i ♦ As many as are led by 
the Spirit of God, they are the fons of 
God. — He hath chofen us before the 
foundation of the world, that we fhould 
be holy and without blame before him in 
love. Rom. viii. Ephes. 

2. The eyes of the Lord are over the 
righteous, and his ears are open unto their 
prayers. The countenance of the Lord is 
againft them that do evil, to root out the 
remembrance of them from the earth. 
Pj, xxxiv* ' 

Let us pray. 

OGOD, who art the Father of all the 
families of the earth, and haft de- 
termined the time and place of their habi- 
tation, we blefs thy holy name for all the 
mercies which we partake of as members 
of an uncorrupted church, and citizens of 
a free and peaceful country. We acknow- 
ledge it to be of thy good providence, that 
we were born of a nation, amongft whom 
thy righteous laws are known and re- 
fpedled ; where we have fb many encou- 
ragements to godlinefs, and fo many op- 
portunities of ferving thee without harm 
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•or fear. Nor do we lefs magnify thy 
goodnefs, O Lord, for the place and con- 
dition which thou haft appointed to each 
of us : we know that thou art no refpefter 
of perfons : thy mercies are over all thy 
wprks ; thou only haft wifdom to difcern 
what circumftances will beft contribute to 
our falvation and eternal happinefs. 

O give us grace to accept thefe bleflings 
with a thankful heart. Fill us with ear- 
neft zeal to live as children of a righteous 
feed, that keepeth thy truth. Let us not 
by an ungodly life do harm to our country, 
or difhonour the Chriftian brotherhood 
which we belong to : but rather, being 
filled with a devout fenfe of thy mercies, 
and defiring the good of our fellow men, 
may we difcharge the duties of our ftation 
faithfully, ferve thee in love, and do to 
others as we would they ftiould do unto us. 

We befeech thee, O merciful God, for 
thy dear Son Jefus Chrift's fake, to forgive 
us the iniquities which we have committed, 
and the duties we have negledted. Too 
often we have been, in many ways, un- 
faithful ftewards of thine abundant gifts. 
There have been times when we were 
heedlefs of thy bounties, diflatisfied with 
our lot, feekers of our own good alone, or 
unwilling to ferve pur fellow-creatures^ 



( 



42 Tuesday Morning. 

Make us to repent fincerely of all our 
errors and defefts ; renew and ftrengtheii 
in us better refolutions ; keep in our me- 
mory the bright example of thy faints, 
who were faithful and perfe<a in their 
generations; above all, of thy beloved 
Son, whofe meat and drink it was to do 
thy will. [Grant us thy Holy Spirit to 
rule in our hearts, that we may neither 
defpife any, who in outward ftate are be- 
neath us, nor enw thofe whom thou in this 
life haft placed above us ; but may we all 
cheerfully purfue our callings, and profper 
under thy good providence, and live in 
peace.] 

Give grace, O God, to men of every 
degree ; unite them in one common de- 
fire to ufe with fidelity the talents with 
which thou haft entrufted them. Blefs 
the rulers of our land, that they may be 
uncorrupt amidft the temptations of wealth 
and power ; and in their high ftation may 
glorify by word and example the Gofpel 
of Chrift. Guard the clergy from an in- 
dolent and worldly fpirit, and profper their 
faithful miniftry of thy Word. Efpecially 
we befeechthy favour on thofe to whofe im- 
mediate care, in church or ftate, we our- 
felves have been committed. Give wifdom, 
righteoufnefs, and compafiion to thofe who 
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have the overfight of the poor. Pour 
forth thy confolations to the needy,,lonely, 
tod afflided ; and grant that all the fruits 
of Chriftianity may abound in us more 
and more, fo that finally, with all the 
fpirits of the juft, we may be made perfedb 
in thy eternal kingdom, through Chrift 
Jefiis our Lord. Amen. 
Our Father, &c. 



Noon. — A Prayer for Right eoujnejs. 

(Private.) 

OGOD of peace, who haft made of 
one blood all nations, and for our 
welfare haft commanded us to love our 
neighbour as ourfelves, I befeech thee to 
give me a righteous difpofition in all my 
behaviour with my fellow men. 

Clear my underftanding from the de- 
ceits of felfiftinefs, that I may difcem what 
is juft, and render unto all their due: 
whether I feek my profit in the hire of 
other men's labour, or in the difpofal of 
my own to them, give me grace to make 
aH my engagements fairly, and to fulfil 
them with integrity ; to deceive no man ; 
never to contrad unrighteous debts, or to 
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difappoint the juft expe<5lation of thoie 
around me ; but to keep my word, though 
it be to my own hindrance. Guard me 
againft aggravating the burden of the un- 
fortunate, by taking advantage of them in 
their time of need. Put far away from 
me, O Lord, the evil fpirit of cruelty, 
harfhnefs, and revenge. Reftrain my 
tongue, that I may never injure the repu- 
tation of my neighbours, great or fmall ; 
or offer them provocation ; or hurt their 
feelings ; or fet myfelf to pafs judgement 
upon their fins : but give me thy bleffing, 
that I may owe them nothing, but to love 
and help them according to my power, 
for the fake of him who hath called us to 
his holy brotherhood, Jefus Chrift our 
Lord and Saviour. 



Evening, i. Except the Lord build 
the houfe, their labour is but loft that 
build it : except the Lord keep . the city, 
the watchman waketh but in vain. Ps. 
cxxvii. 

2. The ways of the Lord are right, 
and the juft fhall walk in them ; but the 
tranfgreflbrs fhall fall therein. — Keep 
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mercy and judgement, and wait upon fiiy 
God continually. Hojea xiv. xiu 

Let us pray. 

ALMIGHTY God, who alone makeft 
men to be of one mind in a houfe, 
and by whofe good providence we have 
been brought to dwell under one roof to- 
gether, blefs us at this time, we befeech 
thee, with an united fpirit, that our devo- 
tions may be acceptable in thy fight. 

We praife and glorify thee, O heavenly 
Father, for thy continued care of us ; for 
the lives which thou haft prolonged, the 
neceflaries and comforts which thou haft 
beftowed upon us, and for all thine un- 
known mercies in hourly protefting us 
amidft the perils and troubles of this mor- 
tal ftate. 

As thy Almighty hand hath been over 
us, fo have thine eyes been with us in 
every place, beholding the evil and the 
good. Be pleafed, for Chrift's fake, to 
accept our imperfed endeavours to fulfil 
thy commandments : and, if we have any 
where negleded them to do that which 
was good in our own eyes, if we have at 
all yielded our bodies to overmuch indul- 
gence, our tongues to evil difcourfe, or 
pur hearts to worldlinefe and vain defircs^ 
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be thou ftill merciful to us, O Lord, to 
pardon our backflidings, both now and at 
the day of judgement. 

Forgive us, if in any matter we have 
fallen fhort of our duty to one another, as 
we alfo defire to pafs over any unkindnefs 
or offence which we ourfelves may have 
experienced. Enable us more and more 
to conquer all evil paffions of our fallen 
nature, and to ftrive after thofe graces 
which may fit us for thy heavenly king- 
dom. 

Keep us this night, if it be thy good 
pleafure, from ficknefs and accidents, from 
fire and tempeft, "and from the hands of 
wicked men. Preferve us from our own 
carnal will, and from the whifperings and 
aflaults of Satan. Grant us refrefhing 
fleep ; and, when we wake, enable us to 
lift up our hearts to thee and thy law. 

Watch over thofe families, with whom 
we are united by the bonds of neighbour- 
hood and kindred : keep them, O Lord, 
in fafety, and uphold them evermore in 
the ways of godlinefs. Grant to us all a 
hearty defire to live in peace, and in a 
brotherly fpirit to fuccour and edify one 
another ; that we may efeape the end of 
the wicked, and after this life may be 
received into the everlafting communion 
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of thy redeemed people; through the 
merits of Jefus Chrift our Lord and Sa- 
viour. Amen. 
Our Father, &c. 



Wednefday. 



Morning, i. With the heart man 
believeth unto righteoufnefs ; and with the 
tongue confejSion is made unto falvation. 
— For the fcripture faith, Whofoever be- 
lieveth on Him fhall not be aihamed, 
Rom. X. 

2. He that foweth to the Spirit fhall of 
the Spirit reap life everlafting. And let 
us not be weary of well doing : for in due 
feafon we fhall reap, if we faint not. 
Gal. vi. 

Let us pray. 

ALMIGHTY God, our holy Creator 
and our righteous Judge, from whom 
there is no darknefe or fhadow of death, 
where the workers of iniquity may hide 
themfelves, we do not prefume of our own 
w:orthinefs to approach thy prefence or to 
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offer our prayers. But in the merits of 
thy beloved Son Jefus Chrift, in the 
knowledge of thy compajSions, and the 
belief of thy Gofpel, we look up to thee 
for pardon and acceptance. For thou 
refifteft the proud, and giveft grace unto 
the humble. 

We blefs thee, O our God, for all thy 
wondrous ads of goodnefs to us finfiil 
men ; for thine unwearied patience to- 
wards us; for thy compaiTion which in 
the worft of our mifdeeds has chaftened 
us in meafure, and many times altogether 
fpared us ; and for the tender invitations 
to repentance and obedience, which thou 
haft fo often renewed to us. 

O teach us to account each fucceeding 
day as a frefh call of thy Fatherly voice to 
amendment and a holier life. Open the 
eyes of our underftanding this day, that 
we may fee thofe paths wherein we ftiould 
walk, and all thofe fnares which it will be 
our happinefs to fear and fhun. Grant 
us efpecial watchfulnefs to take heed of 
thofe temptations which have already fom^ 
time prevailed againft us: aroufe us to 
flee from all thofe lufts which would war 
againft and defile our foul. Suffer us not 
becaufe of thy forbearance to forget our 
manifold offences ; let not a good reputa- 
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tion amongft our fellow-creatures lift us 
up to pride, nor the flatteries of our own 
heart deceive us ; but in the fufFerings of 
our Divine Redeemer, let us ever humbly 
contemplate the reality and greatnefs of 
our iniquities, which thou didfl: lay on 
him. 

Enable us henceforth to take up our 
crofs daily, whatever trials thou appointeft 
for us : aid us to purfue our duties with a 
good confcience, to avoid all evil words, 
and to ftrive againft all unholy thoughts ; 
fo that, cleanfing the infide of the cup, we 
may be delivered from the portion of the 
hypocrite, and live unblameably before 
men and before thee. 

Continue thine accuftomed mercies, O 
Lord, to our brethren that are in the world. 
Strengthen the hearts of thy true fervants 
in every place : be thou their ihield and 
their exceeding great reward. Comfort all 
thofe, who fufFer reproach or injury for 
righteoufnefs' fake ; and in thine own good 
time deliver them. Have pity on thofe 
who are felf-deceived ; turn them in thy 
mercy from darknefs and the power of 
Satan; and profper the work of thofe who 
endeavour in love to convert them from 
the error of their ways. 

Beftow on us all fuch things as are 
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needful to us in this mortal life; and 
enable us to live in grateful remembrance 
of thy manifold goodnefs ; through Jefus 
Chrift our Lord. Amen^ 
Our Father, &c. 

Morning.. Or this^ 

O GREAT and ever-blefled God, the 
author of our being, and the pre- 
ferver of our life from day to day^ we 
kneel to thank thee for the return of thy 
wonted mercies j and we befeech thee to 
enrich us with thy heavenly grace, that we 
may go forth with grateful hearts to fulfil 
thy commandments. 

It is thy righteous law, O God, that by 
his own toil and induftry man fhould be 
fuftained. Give us a willing fpirit to 
accept our feveral duties cheerfully, and 
to be aftive and perfevering in the dis- 
charge of them : vouchfafe to us of thy 
fatherly bounty fuch maintenance and 
earthly provifion as thou feeft to be for 
our good : lighten our burdens, and mul- 
tiply our bleffings, where it is thy gracious 
will ; but above all things, give us a con- 
tented heart, that in every change and 
trial we may be Satisfied of thy care and 
love, and never remove our confidence 
from thee. 
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Blefs us in all our trahfadions with our 
Chriftian brethren ; that we may deal with 
them in a fpirit of rightcoufnefs and godly 
love, in all affairs confidering their needs 
and benefit as well as our own, and fhow- 
ing to them a neighbourly difpofition both 
in word and deed. 

Make us to remember that men of 
every condition are equally regarded by 
thee, and that we are members one of an- 
other ; fo that in all our behaviour we may 
be kind and courteous, and learn to fhow 
due refpedt to every fellow-creature. 

Remove far from us felfifh defires> and 
vain- glorious thoughts ; guard us againft 
the temptations of deceit and covetoufiiefs. 
If thou art pleafed to make our endea- 
vours profperous, fufFer us not to (kt too 
much by our own fkill and forethought ; 
but rather may we afcribe to thee our 
profperity ; and may our loving-kindnefs 
be enlarged to others, as thine to us. 

[If for thy righteous purpofes we are 
minifhed and brought low, O teach us a 
fpirit of refignation to thy holy will. 
Lead us to think of thy beloved Son, who 
had not where to lay his head : ftrengthen 
us againft the cares of this world, and in 
due feafon bring all our troubles to a joy- 
ful iffue.] 



52 Wednesday Morning^ 

Whilft we are toiling for the meat that 
perifheth, help us to keep in mind our 
heavenly inheritance that we may be lay- 
ing up treafure there. Give us true peni-^ 
tence for all our paft iniquity, and humble 
faith, that through the atonement of our 
righteous Saviour we may be cleanfed and 
forgiven. 

Enable us henceforth to ftrive with 
watchfulnefs and prayer againft all temp- 
tations : preferve our bodies in temperance, 
our hearts in purity, our tongues in cha- 
rity, and all our defires in the way of thy 
holy commandments. 

Blefs with thy providence and heavenly 
grace our neighbours and friends, and 
guard them in the performance of their re=- 
Ipedive duties from fin and danger, that 
they and we may at laft be made perfeft in 
thy eternal kingdom, through Jefus Chrift 
our Lord ; to whom with thee and the 
Holy. Ghoft be adoration and glory now 
and for ever. Amen. 

Our Father, &c. 
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• 

Noon. A Frayer for Sobriety : Private. 

ALMIGHTY God, who of thy wif- 
dom haft ordained us to a change- 
able, uncertain life, to prove and prepare 
us for thy heavenly kingdom, endue me 
with fobriety both of body and mind; 
that I be not mifled to take my portion 
with the men of this world, and to fet 
my heart upon the things that perifh. 

Grant to me neither to be over much 
lifted up by profperity, nor caft down by 
forrows. Deliver me from craving the 
praifes, or being troubled at the blame of 
mortal man. Aid me to refift the vain 
imaginations and wanderings of my carnal 
mind, and all inordinate defire of earthly 
things. Blefs me, that I may be even in 
my temper, modeft and gentle in my 
converfation, moderate in my manner of 
life, temperate in my mirth and recreation, 
and watchful againft undue indulgence of 
my appetites in meat or drink. 

So, Dy thy grace, may I ufe thy boun- 
ties pioufly, and pafs the days of my pil- 
grimage here in watchftilnefs, and ever 
look forward in faith and hope to the 
bleflings of the world to come ; through 
the merits of Jefus Chrift our Lord and 
Saviour. Amen. 
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A Prayer for Diligence : Private. 

OGOD, who haft encouraged us to 
patient continuance in well-doing 
by thy gracious promifes of glory, and 
honour, and immortality, and reft with 
the Lord Jefus, grant to me that, in all 
due labour of my calling, I may have 
ftrength from thee, to ftrive with the 
floth and weaknefs of my mortal nature. 
Infpire me with the recoUedlion of my 
Saviour's diligence ; animate me with con- 
fidence, that in due feafon I fliall reap, if I 
faint not ; comfort me with zealous com- 
panions in the way of godlinefs, and fup- 
port me with timely refreftiment both of 
body and fpirit, that I may ferve thee 
gladly all my days, through Jefus Chrift 
our Lord. Amen. 



Evening, i. The merciful goodnefe 
of the Lord endureth for ever and ever 
upon them that fear Him, and his righ- 
teoufnefs upon children's children'; even 
upon fuch as keep his covenant, and think 
upon his commandments to do them, 
Ps. ciii. 

2. Whofoever belieyeth that Jefus is 
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the Chrift, is born of God And this is 
the confidence that we have in Him, that 
if we afk anything according to his will, 
he heareth us. i John v. 

3. Here have we ho continuing city ; 
but we &ek one to come% /£f^> xiiL 

Let us pray. 

OGOD of glory and Father of all 
mercy, in whom we finful creatures 
live and move and have our being, we 
humbly adore thee for thine unwearied 
tare of us in this world, and for the hopes 
thou haft given us of a better world to 
come hereafter. 

O Thou, who neither flumbereft nor 
fleepeft, vouchfafe to Us thy continued 
protection through the hours of darknefe. 
We confefe that we are undeferving of 
thy benefits, and that too often, O Lord, 
we have wilfully abufed them. But, in 
the mediation of thy righteous Son Jefus 
Chrift, we ftill intreat thy forgivenefs, 
and hope for the renewal of thy mercies. 
Warn us, good Lord, by thy Holy Spirit, 
from day to day, tliat we may never make 
light of any fin, nor come before thee 
without true purpofes of amendment. 
Grant us to difcern with fhame and for- 
row our evil ways; difcover to us the 



I 



56 Wednesday Evening. 

corriiptnefs of our hearty and ftrengthen 
us to ftrive henceforth with all tempta- 
tions; that we may feek above every 
earthly thing the comfort and bleflednefe 
of a good confcience. 

Incline us to conduft ourfelves with 
righteoufnefs and good will to all our fel- 
low-creatures, to refpeft their virtues, to 
bear with their weaknefles, and to excufe 
their faults : give us a friendly heart to 
rejoice with them in prolperity, and to 
minifter comfort to them in their afflic- 
tions. 

Suffer us not to be beguiled by Satan 
or our own carnal mind to long for any- 
thing which might lead us to foture mi- 
fery ; but grant that, by thoughtful ftudy 
of thy Holy Word, we may have a right 
judgement in all things to difcern between 
truth and falfehood, good and evil ; that 
as we grow in years we may grow in wif- 
dom, and ever find frefti happinefs in 
ferving thee. 

O Thou who art the Father and Sa- 
viour of all mankind, be pleafed to pour 
forth thy manifold gifts upon our brethren 
that are in the world, efpecially thofe 
who dwell with us in this Chriftian land. 
As thou haft bleffed them with the pof- 
feflion of thy Holy Scriptures, and the 
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doftrine of thine ever-blefled Son Jefus 
Chrift, grant them continued increafe in 
truth and righteoufnefe. Give grace to 
men of every clafs pioufly to accept their 
condition, and to be duly fubjed one to 
another, in the fear of God. 

Have mercy, O God, on all who are 
placed under righteous punifliment of hu- 
man laws, that they may repent of their 
fins, and amend their future life. Com- 
fort thofe who are fufFering wrongfully 
any fort of tribulation. Deliver the in- 
nocent. Reftrain the hands of the law- 
lefs; and extend amongft us more and 
more the Gofpel of peace. 

Give zeal and faithfulnefe to the minif- 
ters of thy holy religion, and caufe them 
to be honoured by all men for their work*s 
fake. Blefs Chriftian parents and mafters, 
and all who in their re^edive places en- 
deavour by word or example to promote 
thy kingdom. Continue to us, we hum- 
bly pray thee, the due fupply of all our 
needs, not by the meafure of our deferv- 
ing, but for the merits and mediation 
of Jefus Chrifl, our Lord and Saviour. 
Amen, 
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Thurfday^ 



Morning, i. The eye of the Lord 
is upon them that fear Him, and Upon 
them that put their truft in his mercy : 
to deliver their foul from death, and to 
feed them in the time of dearths Ps^ 
xxxiii, 

2: Blefled is the man that trufteth in 
the Lord, and whofe hope the Lord is^ 
Jer* xviu 

Let us pray. 

OLORD Almighty, our Creator and 
continual BenefaAor, to thee do we 
lift up our eyes, O thou that dwelleft in 
the heavens. The earth, O Lord, is full 
of thy goodnefs ; and every blefling which 
we finful creatures enjoy from day to day 
is a frefh witnefe to us of thy long-fuflfer- 
ing and love. 

We lament that we have fo often failed 
of making thee a due return for all that 
we have received ; but through the inter- 
ceffion of our blefled Saviour we befcech 
thee, O Father, gracioufly to accept our 
prayers. Awaken now our hearts to gra- 
titude, and quicken our fteps this day in 
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the path of obedience, for without thee we 
can do nothing. Whatever be thofe em- 
ployments which thy wife providence hath 
afligned to each of us, grant us fatisfac- 
tion and joy in our endeavours to perform 
them faithfully. May we be blefled in 
this world with the marks of thine ap- 
proval : fuftain us with a competent pro- 
vifion for our earthly needs ; permit us to 
enjoy a fair reputation amongft our fellow- 
men ; and give us, above all things, a fure 
hope in Chrift ; that by patient continuance 
in well-doing we may, in due feafon, reap 
glory, and honour, and immortality. 

To thee, O Lord, we devote ourfelves 
this day, that with a good confcience we 
may implore the afliftance of thy Holy 
Spirit. Renew thy grace within us, that 
we may better difcharge thofe duties about 
which we have fome time hefitated through 
fear, or been negledful through floth. 
Preferve our thoughts in innocency, our 
bodies in temperance, our lips in charity 
and truth. Let nothing enfnare us into 
pride or boaftfulnefs. SuflFer us not to 
forget our forrowing fellow-creatures whilft 
we are in health and pro{perity, nor to 
miftruft thy power and goodncfs when we 
are caft down by trouble. But, in all the 
changes of this world, teach us to fix our 
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hope and confidence in thee alone ; that 
we may know how to be abafed, and we 
may know how to abound. 

Extend thy fatherly care, O God, to all 
our fellow -Chriftians, who think upon thy 
commandments to do them. Strengthen 
the hands and guide the counfels of thofe 
who rule in righteoufnefs, efpecially thofe 
whom thou haft called to the government 
of this favoured people. Multiply the 
fchools of Chriftian and induftrial learning, 
and blefs the diligence of thofe who teach 
in them. Reward all pious induflry of 
mafters and labourers both in the city 
and in the field. Watch over thofe who 
have no earthly proteftors, according to 
thy holy promife. Guard thofe who navi- 
gate the (ea in fhips, and thofe who feek 
dieir livelihood in mines and perilous 
places. Enable all parents to fupport 
their families in credit and honefty; and 
raife up friends to thofe who are difabled 
by ficknefs, age, or need. So may thy 
true religion, O Lord, prevail amongft us 
more and more, that thy fervants may be 
preferved in godlinefs, and finners re- 
ftored ; to the advancement of our fal va- 
tion, and the glory of Jcfus Chrift our 
Saviour, to whom, with Thee and the 
Holy Ghoft^ be given in thankfulnefs all 
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praife and obedience, now and for ever. 
Amen. 

Our Father, &c. 



Noon. APrayerforTruft in God: Priv&te. 

ALMIGHTY God, from whofe boun- 
tiful hand the whole creation is 
nourifhed and fupplied, I humbly blefs 
thee for thy gracious commandment, that 
we fliould take no thought for the mor- 
row, but caft all our cares upon thee. 
Aflift me, O heavenly Father, to fulfil 
thy word. Suffer not that any anxiety, 
eidier for this world or the world to come, 
fhould make me fall away from my truft 
in thee. If my fins have been great, thou 
haft opened unto me a door of hope in 
our merciful and faithful High-prieftjefus 
Chrift. If misfortunes come thick upon 
me, and fore trials threaten me, yet thou 
haft held me up ever fince I was born. In 
thy word is written the gracious promife, 
I will never leave thee nor forfake thee. 
Thy hand is not fliortened becaufe of my 
temptations ; thou canft ftill make a way 
for me to efcape, or make me able to bear 
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them. Lord, I believe ; help thou mine 
unbelief. 

Grant me, therefore, good Lord, that 
I may for ever ceafe from trufting in my- 
felf or any earthly thing. In joy and 
grief, in health and ficknefs, in good re- 
port and evil report, I pray alike for re- 
liance only upon thee; fo that driving 
to pleafe thee I may fear no evil, and be 
kept in peace and aflurance of thy love 
through the merits of Jefus Chrift our 
Saviour. Amen, 



Evening, i. Let us fearch, and try 
our ways, and turn again to the Lord ; 
let us lift up our heart with our hands 
unto God in the heavens. For his eyes 
are upon the ways of man, and he feeth 
all his goings. Lam^ Hi. Job xxxiv. 

2. All things are naked and opened 
unto the eyes of Him with whom we have 
to do. Het. iv. 

3. It is a good thing to give thanks 
unto the Lord, and to fing praifes unto 
thy name, O Moft Higheft ; to tell of 
thy loving-kindnefs early in the morn- 
ing, and of thy truth in the night feafbn. 
Ps. xcii. 
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Let us pray. 

O GREAT and ever-prefent Lord 
God, who art about our path> and 
about our bed, and fpieft out all our ways, 
we come before thee with a humble recol- 
leftion of our many oifFences, and in all 
thankfulnefs for thy fatherly mercy, ex- 
tended to us through the merits and in- 
terceffion of thy blefled Son. Awaken 
us, O Lord> to an earneft and efFedlual 
forrow for all our fins ; not only thofe of 
our former life, but whatfoever we have 
added this day to the number of our 
neglefts or offences. Move us at fuitable 
times to compare ourfelves thoughtfully 
with that perfedl: rule of godlinefe which 
thou hail given us in the gofpel. If ever 
we have been afhamed to own ourfelves 
the difciples of Chrift, if we have been 
remifs in our devotions, murmurers againft 
thy providence, or defpifers of thy hea- 
venly grace, for thefe and. all other afts 
in which we were ungrateful and difobc- 
dient, O Lord, we befeech thy pardon. 

We implore thy forgivenefs of any 
word or deed by which we have wrought. 
the injury of our neighbour. If we have 
fpoken unrighteoufly, or dealt unjuftly, 
if we have deceived, or flattered, or 
tempted any one to fin, we pray that we 
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may amend our faults, and do fo no more. 
And where we cannot for ourfelves re- 
pair our offences againft our brethren, do 
thou, O Lord, in mercy turn our evil into 
good. 

Further we intreat thee, O heavenly 
Father, to look with compaffion on the 
weaknefles of our mortal nature. For- 
give us if our hearts have been turned in 
fecret to vanity or worldlinefs ; if we have 
mifufed any of thine earthly bounties, if 
we have been proud in the pofleflion of 
them, or felfifli in the ufe of them ; and 
teach us to walk by the rule of fobernefe 
and charity more thoughtfully, as be- 
cometh Chriftians, for the time to come. 

Vouchfafe thy blefling to men of every 
degree who have been baptized into the 
name of Chrift, and made inheritors of 
thy heavenly kingdom. Grant to them, 
whatfoever be their outward calling, and 
the talents committed to them, to remem- 
ber daily the account which they muft 
give hereafter. May they not be high- 
minded but fear ; may they forbear from 
judging others, and learn with a meek 
and watchful fpirit to work out their own 
falvation. Blefs and encourage all their 
pious endeavours, and give them a good 
hope becaufe of thy word. 
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' We humbly ofFer to thee, O God, our 
forgivenefs of all perfons who have at any 
time done or wifhed us evil ; and we com- 
mit ourfelves, now and always, to thy 
almighty protection. Keep us in body 
and fpirit from all things that may hurt 
us. Give thy holy angels charge con- 
cerning us. Preferve us in fleep, and 
guide our waking thoughts to good ; and 
when the fecrets of all hearts (hall be 
difclofed, grant that we may be found thy 
children, and may be prefented before thee 
blamelefs, through the merits of Jefus 
Chrift, our Lord and Saviour. Amen. 



Friday. 



Morning, i. Herein is love, not that 
we loved God, but that he loved us, and 
gave his Son to be the propitiation for 
our fins. 

He was wounfled for our tranigreffions, 
he was bruifed for our iniquities. The 
chaftifement of our peace was upon him, 
and with his ftripes we are healed. 
I John iv ; Ifaiah liii. 

F 
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2. When he had fcourged Jefus, he 
delivered him to be crucified. And all 
the people that came together to that 
fight, beholding the things which were 
done, fmote their breads and returned. 
Matt, xxvii ; Luke xxiii. 

3, The wages of fin is death. Is it 
nothing to you, all ye that pafs by ? Be- 
hold and fee if there be any forrow like 
unto my forrow, wherewith the Lord hath 
afHifted me in the day of his fierce anger. 
Rom. vi; Lam. Hi. 

Let us pray. 

OGOD, who art the merciful Father 
and the righteous Judge of all man- 
kind, who didft not fend thy beloved Son 
into the world to condemn the world, but 
that the world through him might be 
faved, infpire our hearts, we befeech thee, 
with true religion; that we may neither 
be too fearful of thy judgements, nor pre- 
fume too boldly upon thy mercy. 

We have feen, in the facred blood of 
Jefus fhed upon the crofs, that the penalty, 
of fin is death ; and thy Holy Word hath 
opened our eyes to know in part the cor- 
ruption of our nature, and the wickednefs 
of our lives. We confefe before thee that 
we have no righteoufnefs of our own that 
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is worthy of thine acceptance or thy re- 
wards. We have gone aftray continually ; 
our tranfgreffions have been many and 
great ; neither can we tell how often we 
have offended, even unt9 tliis very day. 

Therefore we for ever blefs thine un- 
fpeakable mercy, (and efpecially upon this 
day), that thou didft permit thine own 
innocent and glorious Son to pay the for- 
feit of our fins, to become a ranfom for 
many. We pray, in the holy name of 
Jefus, that our iniquities may be forgiven. 
O Lord, confirm our repentance, accept 
our faith, convert our hearts, and give us 
a thankful fpirit to fpend in willing obe- 
dience the lives which thou hafi: fpared. 

Inflxud us how we may fpend the pre- 
fent day according to thy heavenly will. 
May we often remember the words and 
the example of Chrift our Saviour, and 
learn from him to follow our refpeftive 
callings diligently, to bear our trials pa- 
tiently and with cheerfulnefs, to do good, 
and to fubmit to evil, according as thy 
righteous providence fliall enable and re- 
quire us. 

As difciples of Jefus, may we learn how 
to crucify the flefh, with its afiedions and 
lufts. Strengthen us, O God, to refifl: all 
unholy defires, to conquer all evil paf- 
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(ions, to turn away from all bad com- 
panions, and to forgive all enemies. Grant 
that we may never be afhamed of our re- 
ligion, or hindered by the tongue of the 
fcornful from the difcharge of our duties ; 
but, after the pattern of our Redeemer, 
may we walk with meeknefs in the ftraight 
and narrow road which leadeth us unto 
life eternal. 

We befeech thee, O heavenly Father, 
to extend amongft our fellow-creatures 
the knowledge of thy Go^el, and the 
precious gifts of thy Holy Spirit. Glo- 
rify thy Son Jefus, and add to his church 
daily fuch as fhall be faved. Be pleafed 
to turn the hearts of thofe who have fallen 
away from the grace of baptifm, and caft 
themfelves a fecond time into the bondage 
of fin, Aroufe them, good Lord, to re- 
pentance, that they may find mercy at thy 
hand. Blefs eipecially thofe who profeis 
and call themfelves Chriftians in this our 
native land. Whatever be their outward 
condition, enable them with a good con- 
fcience to fulfil the duties of it, looking 
to thee for their reward; fo may thy 
mercies be continued to us in this world, 
and the crown of righteoufhefs be our 
portion in the world to come : all which 
we afk through the merits of our Maf- 
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ter and Saviour, Jefus Chrift our Lord. 
Amen. 

Our Father, &c. 



Noon. A Prayer for fVifdom: Private. 

OGOD, who art the giver of all good 
things, and diftributeft them accord- 
ing to thy will, give me, I befeech thee, 
fuch wifdom as is needful for myfelf and 
thofe entrufted to me, during this mortal 
life. 

Guard me from a vain prefumption on 
my own underftanding, and from truft- 
ing in that worldly wifdom which is fool- 
iftinefs before thee. Enlighten me, by 
thy holy religion, to fee the path of duty 
plainly from day to day. Open mine 
eyes to difcern the beauty of holinefs in 
my godly neighbours, that I may gather 
knowledge from their pious example. 
Give me a teachable fpirit, both to re- 
ceive advice and to endure reproof, and 
to learn alike from friends and enemies 
whatever is for my good. 

When difficulties befet me, vouchfafe 
to me, O Lord,- thy {pecial help, that I 
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may behave prudendy ih all my doings, 
to my own comfort, the bleffing of my 
family, and the increafe of thy kingdom 
and glory, through Jefus Chrift our Lord. 
Amen. 

A Tray er for Charity : Private. 

OGOD, who haft fet before us, in 
thy Holy Word, the hiftory of thy 
blefled Son Jefus Chrift upon earth, in 
order that it might be to us an everlaft- 
ing pattern of heavenly charity, grant 
me in all my behaviour fo to keep in 
mind his holy example, that I may learn 
from his life benevolence to my neigh- 
bours, and from his death forgivenefs of 
my enemies. 

Increafe in me, good Lord, a fpirit of 
zeal like his, to deny myfelf for works of 
mercy ; inftruft me how to minifter com- 
fort to the poor and forrowful ; ftrengthen 
me to bear with kindnefs the infirmities 
of the weak ; and grant that, in my own 
defects and failings, I may find like favour 
at their hands and from thee, for the iake 
of Jefus Chrift, our Lord and Saviour^ 
Amen. 
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Evening. 1. Confider him that en- 
dured fuch contradiftion of finners againft 
himfelf, left ye be wearied and faint in 
your minds. Though he were a Son, 
yet learned he obedience by the things 
which he fufFered ; and being made per- 
fed:, he became the author of eternal fal- 
vation unto all them that obey him. 
Heb. xii. 

2. If we believe that Jefiis died and 
rofe again, even fo them alfo which fleep 
in Jems ftiall God bring with him. 
I I'hejf. iv. 

3. God hath given to us eternal life, 
and this life is in his Son. He that hath 
the Son, hath life : and he that hath not 
the Son of God, hath not life, i John v. 

Let us pray. 

OGOD, our heavenly Father, who 
for the forgivenefs of us finful men, 
didft permit thy blefled Son to die a mifer- 
able and fhameful death, and (o didft 
reconcile the world unto thyfelf, that we 
might ftill enjoy thy mercy and love, en- 
able us now to come into thy prefencc 
with humble feelings and with grateful 
hearts. Whilft we were yet enemies and 
finners, in due time Chrift died for the 
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ungodly. Affift us to glorify his com- 
paflion^ by confeffing how gready we 
have ofFended. O may we never make 
him fo unworthy a return as to attempt 
the concealment of our evil doings from 
ourfelves and from thee. 

Forgive us, O Lord, in whatfoever re- 
ipedt we have this day fallen ftiort of our 
duty: look with compaffion upon our 
weaknefs, if we have been remifs in ferving 
thee or our fellow-creatures ; be merciful 
to us, if we have preferred our own wifties 
and pleafure to thy holy will, and affift 
us to labour more faithfully for thofc 
eternal bleffings which thou haft promifed 
us in the life to come. Grant us in 
Chrift to be at peace with thee, through a 
fincere refolution to ipend the remainder 
of our days as becometh his difciples. 
Having our confciences lightened by thy 
forgivenefs, may we believe indeed that 
our Lord's yoke is eafy, and his burden 
is light. 

Give us true wifdom to difcern the 
happinefs of a godly life ; and grace fuffi* 
cient for us, that we may amend every 
evil habit, and follow our Saviour, each 
in his re^edive calling, with increaiing 
eameftnefs and joy. 

We praife thy holy name, O Lord, fof 
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the lives which thou haft prolonged, and 
the comforts which thou haft multiplied 
unto us ; for protection which we have 
daily experienced, and the many unknown 
deliverances vouchfafed to us from harm 
and danger. Keep us, we pray thee, 
through the advancing night; fhield us 
from the lawleflhefe of wicked men, and 
the aflaults of Satan. Let not the fleep 
of fin overtake our fouls ; but make us 
to remember that the time is ftiort, and 
the night approaching when no man can 
work; fo that we may ever ferve thee 
watchfully, and look in peace and hope 
for the coming of our Lord. 

Extend, O God, thy fatherly care and 
mercy to all mankind; watch over our 
kinsfolk and friends, and all our neigh- 
bours ; afluage the forrows of thofe who 
lie in ficknefs and mifery ; turn the hearts 
of the wicked; deliver them from the 
bondage of fin, and call them yet again, 
in thy mercy, to become partakers of thy 
heavenly kingdom. Accept, we befeech 
thee, thefe our humble intreaties, which 
we offer in the name and merits of Jefus 
Chrift, our Lord and Saviour. Ameiu 
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Saturday. 



Morning, i. The Lord is loving 
unto every man ; and his mercy is over 
all his works. All thy works praife thee, 
O Lord, and thy faints give thanks unto 
thee. FJalm cxlv* 

2. O Lord, I know that the way of 
man is not in himfelf. It is not in man 
that walketh to dired his fteps. 

They that put their truft in the Lord 
ihall be even as the Mount Sion, which 
may not be removed, but ftandeth faft for 
ever. Jer. x. P/alm cxxv. 

Let us pray. 

O GRACIOUS God, and our moft 
merciful Father, we give thee frefh 
thanks and praife for thine unwearied 
joodnefs to the children of men. We 
Jefs thee for thy protedion of us during 
the paft night ; for it is thou. Lord, only 
which makeft us to dwell in fafety. 
• Be pleafed ftill to keep us with thine 
almighty power in all our ways. As thou 
haft raifed our bodies from fleep, aroufe 
our fpirits alfo, good Lord, to ferve thee 
cheerfully ; aflift us from hour to hour to 
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remember thee, that we may look up to 
thee for help and guidance; make us 
watchful againft thofe temptations which 
have formerly prevailed over us; grant 
that we may ftiun the companionfhip of 
the wicked, and go with zeal to our ap- 
pointed work, with a fincere purpofe of 
living foberly, righteoufly, and godly, in 
this prefent world 

Quicken us with a charitable and 
friendly fpirit to look beyond our own 
concerns to the fervice and benefit of our 
neighbours: put far away from us all 
envy and unrighteous jealoufy of their 
welfare : may we learn to blefs thee for 
the profperity of our brethren; and in 
whatever meafure thou art pleafed to re- 
ward our earthly diligence, grant us a 
willing heart both to provide tor our own 
families, and to fuccour thofe whom thy 
providence has placed around us. 

We defire of thee, O Lord, a humble 
mind, to judge benevolently, and to ipeak 
with charity, about all men ; to be cour- 
teous, gentle, and long-fufFering in all 
our behaviour; and fo to condud our- 
felves in every place, that men may fee 
our good works and glorify our Father 
which is in heaven. 

We intreat thy mercy and bleffing for 
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all mankind, that the fruits of righteouf- 
nefs may abound amongft them more 
and more. Keep with thy providence, 
and fandbify with thy heavenly grace our 
relations and friends : may they find fa- 
vour in thy fight, and live in peace and 
good reputation with their fellow -men. 

Blefs the companions of our labour^ 
and men of our own condition in every 
place; efpecially our acquaintance, and 
thofe with whom we were brought up 
from childhood, O remember not the 
fins and oflFences of our youth, but help 
us all, whilft life and faculties are fpared 
to us, to redeem the time, laying up for 
ourfelves a good foundation unto life 
everlafting; fo that, with all them that 
hope in Chrift, we may finally enter into 
thy reft, through the merits of our right- 
eous Redeemer ; to whom, with Thee, and 
the Holy Ghoft, be honour and glory, 
world without end. Amen. 

Our Father, &c. 



Noon : APrayerforHeavenly-mindednefs : 

Private. 

ALMIGHTY God, our heavenly 
Father, who haft promifed fulnefs 
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of joy and pleafure for evermore to the 
followers of thy beloved Son, grant to 
me, that neither the narrownefs of my 
underftanding nor the diftraftions of this 
prefent world may prevent me from fet- 
ting my aiFeftions on things above. 

Enable me fo to confider and ufe thine 
earthly bounties, that they may never draw 
me afide from thee, but rather bear witnefe 
to me of thofe bleffings which thou haft 
in ftore for thy faithful fervants. Imprefs 
my foul with an unmoveable belief in all 
the hopes, which thou haft revealed to us : 
give me companionftiip with thofe that fear 
the Lord, and ipeak often one to another 
of his kingdom: give me frequent re- 
membrance of thofe pious fouls who have 
gone before, and fleep in Jefus : and, 
above all, infpire me, O God, with a 
hearty devotion to my Lord and Saviour, 
that I may keep his word, and defire his 
coming, and at laft enter into his joy : to 
whom, with Thee and the Holy Ghoft, 
be love and adoration, now and for ever. 
Amen. 



Evening, i. We muft all appear be- 
fore the judgment-feat of Chrift, that 
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every one may receive the things done in; 
his body, according to that he hath done> 
whether it be good or bad. Lef us watch 
and pray, for we know not when the time 
is. 2 Cor. V ; Matt. xiii. 

2. Brethren, the time is fliort : it re- 
maineth, that both they that have wives 
be as though they had none, and they that 
weep, as though they wept not, and they 
that rejoice, as though they rejoiced not ; 
and they that buy, as though they pof- 
fefTed not ; and they that ufe this world, 
as not abuiing it : for the fafhion of this 
world pafTeth away, i Cor. vU. 

Let us pray. 

OGOD, the author of our being, and 
the unceafing guardian of our lives, 
look down on us with thine accuftomed 
mercy, and be pleafed to accept our even- 
ing facrifice of prayer and thankfeiving. 

We acknowledge thy goodnefs in ap- 
pointing to us a time for all things, that 
in due feafbn we may diligently make 
provifion both for our fouls and bodies. 
We blefs thee, O Lord, for the unchange- 
able love with which thou ever watcheft 
over us. Thy mercy hath meafured out 
our trials and fweetened our toils. O 
may we ever look with a religious and 
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contented mind on the portion which thou 
haft afligned to us ; remembering always, 
that thou knoweft, better than ourfelves, 
what is for our good. Teach us to fee 
thy fatherly hand in all that befalleth us, 
and to leave to thy difpofal, as dutiful 
children, the iffue of all our undertakings. 
Thou only haft preferved us during the 
week that is paft. Whatever comforts 
we have enjoyed, whatever dangers we 
have efcaped, we dcribe it to thy almighty 
care; to thee we owe our competence, 
and peace, and fafety ; our trials and for- 
rows are no lefs mercifully meafured out 
by thee. And now, on the eve of a 
Chriftian Sabbath, we withdraw our 
thoughts from things which perifli, to be- 
ftow them, as thou haft taught us, on the 
welfare of our immortal fouls. 

We confefs, O Lord, to our fhame and 
forrow, that in many things we have 
thought too little of thy holy command- 
ments: we have finned grievoufly; we 
know, that we have not made due return 
for thy great benefits, nor improved, as 
we ought to have done, thy warnings and 
grace. 

But thy beloved Son is all worthy to 
obtain the pardon of our fins: through 
his interceflion, grant us, good Lord, 
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truly to repent of them : draw us in fdth 
to him, that henceforth we may ferve 
thee better, and advance in thofe holy 
difpofitions which may fit us for thy re- 
wards in heaven. Guard us this night, we 
bcfeech thee, from the powers of darknefe. 
Suffer no evil to befall us, nor any plague 
to come nigh our dwelling ; that we may 
rife with bodies refrefhed and thankful 
^irits to the duties of the Lord's Day. 
Watch over our dear relations and friends, 
and all our neighbours, rich and poor: 
keep them from mifufing thine ordi- 
nances, and grant them to ftrengthen one 
another in the ways of godlinefs. 

O heavenly Father, we implore thy 
mercy in behalf of our fellow-creatures, 
whoever of them fee the end of their courfe 
and the hour of death approaching. Take 
not thy Holy Spirit from them at their 
greateft need. Accept their repentance, 
and hold them up in faith through the 
laft trial of our mortal nature ; and may 
we, who remain, fo faithfully redeem the 
time, that, at the hour of thy fiunmons, 
we too may die the death of the righteous, 
and our laft end may be like his. 

Grant this, O Lord, and whatever elfe 
we have afked, according to thy will, 
through the mediation of Jefus Chrift 
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our Saviour; to whom, with thee, and 
the Holy Ghoft, be love, honour, and 
obedience, now and for ever. Amen. 



OUR Father, which art in hea- 
ven. Hallowed be thy Name. 
Thy kingdom come. Thy will be 
done in earth. As it is in heaven. 
Give us this day our daily bread. 
And forgive us our trefpafles. As we 
forgive them that trefpafs againft us. 
And lead us not into temptation ; 
But deliver us from evil : For thine 
is the kingdom. The power, and the 
glory. For ever and ever. Amen. 

THE grace of our Lord Jefus 
Chrift, and the love of God, 
and the fellowfhip of the Holy Ghoft 
be with us all evermore. Amen. 

Or this ; 

THE Lord blefs us and keep us. 
The Lord make his face to 
(hine upon us, and be merciful unto 
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us. The Lord lift up his counte- 
nance upon us, and give us peace, 
both now and evermore. Amen. 



THE END. 
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